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] ‘ (a) It is the purpose of the General Assembly that community advisory committees

work to maintain the intent of this Part within the nursing homes in this State, including

!ing homes operated by hospitals licensed under Article § of G.S. Chapter 131E. It is

further purpose of the General Assembly that the committees promote community

involvement and cooperation with nursing homes and an integration of these homes into a

system of care for the elderly.

() (1) A community advisory commmittee shall be established in each county which

. has a nursing home, including a nursing home operated by a hospital

licensed under Article 5 of G.S. Chapter 131E, shall serve all the homes in

the county, and shall work with each home in the best interest of the

persous residing in each home. In a county which has one, two, or three

nursing homes, the committee shall have five members. In a county with

four or more nursing homes, the committee shall have cne additional

member for each mursing home in excess of three, and may have up to five

additional members per committee at the discretion of the county
commissioners. ' '

() In cach county with four or mere nursing homes, the committee shall
establish & subcommmittee of no mare than five members and no fewer than
three members from the committee for each nursing home in the county.
Each member must serve on at least one subcommittee.

(3):  Each committee shall be appointed by the board of county commissioners.

‘ _ Of the members, a minority (not less than one-third, but as close to one-

' third as possible) must be chosen from among persons nominated by a

majority of the chief administrators of nursing homes in the county and of

the governing' bodies of the hospitals licensed under Article 5 of G.S.
Chapter 131E, which operate mursing homes. If the nursing home

- administrators and the governing bodies of the hospitals licensed under
Article 5 of G.S. Chapter 131E, which operate nursing homes fail to make
a nomination within 45 days after written notification has been sent to them
by the board of county commissioners requesting a nomination, these
appointments may be made by the board of county commissioners without
nominations. " '

© Each committce member shall serve an initial term of one year. Any person

reappointed to a second or subsequent term in the same county shall serve a three-year
term. Persons who were ariginally nominess of nursing home chief administrators and the
governing bodies of the hospitals licensed under Article 5 of G.S. Chapter 131E, which
operate nursing homes, or who were appointed by the board of county commissioners
when the mursing home administrators and the governing bodies of the hospitals licensed
under Article 5 of G.S. Chapter 131E, which operate nursing homes failed to make
.ﬂnaﬁons, may not be reappointed without the consent of a majority of the nursing
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* home chief administrators and the governing bodies of the hospitals licensed under Article

f G.S. Chapter 131E, which operate nursing homes within the county. If the nursing

e chief administrators and the governing bodies of the hospitals licensed under Article

5 of G.S. Chapter 131E, which aperate nursing homes fail to approve or reject the
reappointment within 45 days of being requested by the board of county commissioners,
the commissioners may reappoint the member if they so choose.

(d) Any vacancy shall be filled by appointment of a person for a one-year term, Any
person replacing a member nominated by the chief administrators and the govemning
bodies of the hospitals licensed under Article § of G.S. Chapter 131E, which operate
nursing homes or a person appointed when the chief administrators and the governing
bodies of the hospitals licensed under Article 5 of G.S. Chapter 131E, which operate
aursing homes failed to make a nomination shall be selected from among persons
nominated by the administrators and the governing bodies of the hospitals licensed under
Article 5 of G.S. Chapter 131E, which operate nursing homes, as provided in subsection
(b). If the county commissioners fail to appoint- members to a committee, or fail to fill a
vacancy, the appointment may be made or vacancy filled by the Secretary or the
Secretary's designee no sooner than 45 days after the commissioners have been notified of
the appointment or vacancy if nomination or approval of the nursing home administrators
and the governing bodies of the hospitals licensed under Article § of G.S. Chapter 131E,

which operate nursing homes is not required. If nominations or approval of the nursing
"ne administrators and the governing bodies of the haspitals licensed under Article 5 of
.S. Chapter 131E, which operate nursing homes is required, the appointment may be
made or vacancy filled by the Secretary or the Secretary's designee no sooner than 45 days
after the commissioners have received the nomination or approval, or no sooner than 45
days after the 45-day period for action by the nursing home administrators and the
governing bodies of the hospitals licensed under Article § of G.S. Chapter 131E, which
operate nursing homes, :

(¢) The committee shall elect from its members a chair, to serve a one-year term,

(f) Each member must be a resident of the county which the committee serves. No
person or immediate family member of a person with a financial interest in a home served
by a committee, ar employee or governing board member or immediate family member of
an employee or governing board member of a home served by a committee, or immediate
family member of a patient in a home served by a committee may be a member of a
committee. Membership on a committee shall not be considered an office as defined in
G.S. 128-1 or G.S. 128-1.1. Any county commissicner who is appointed to the committee
shall be deemed to be serving on the committee in an ex officio capacity. Members of the
committee shall ‘serve without compensation, but may be reimbursed for the amount of
actual expenses incurred by them in the performance of their duties. The names of the

mmittee members and the date of expiration of their terms shall be filed with the
‘vision of Aging, which shall supply a copy to the Division of Facility Services.
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(2) The Division of Aging, Department of Health and Human Services, shall develop
ining materials which shall be distributed to each committee member and nursing home.
M¥ich committee member must receive training as specified by the Division of Aging prior
to exercising any power under subsection (h) of this section. The Division of Aging,
Department of Health and Human Services, shall provide the committees with
information, guidelines, training, and consultation to direct them in the performance of

their duties.
@ (1

@

@)

4

©)
(6)

Each commirtee shall apprise itself of the general conditions under which
the persons are residing in the homes, and shall work for the best interests
of the persons in the homes. This may include assisting persons who have
grievances with the home and facilitating the resolution of grievances at the
local level. y o . .
Each committee shall quarterly visit the aursing home it serves. For each
official quarterly visit, a majority of the committee members shall be
present. In addition, each committee may visit the nursing home it serves
whenever it deems it necessary to carry out its duties. In counties with four
or more nursing homes, the subcommittee assigned to a home shall perform
the duties of the committee under this subdivision, and a majority of the
subcommittee members must be present for any visit.

Each member of a committee shall have the right between 10:00 AM. and
8:00 P.M. to enter into the facility the committee serves in order to carry
out the members' responsibilities. In a county where subcommittees have
been established, this right of access shall be limited to homes served by
those subcommittees to which the member has been appointed.

The committee or subcommittee may communicate through its chair with
the Department or any other agency .in relation to the interest of any
patient. The identity of any complainant or resident involved in a complaint
shall not be disclosed except as permitted under the Older Americans Act
of 1965, as amended, 42 U.S.C. § 3001 et seq.

Each home shall cooperate with the committee as it carries out its duties.
Before entering into any nursing home, the committee, subcommittee, or
member shall identify itself to the person present at the facility who is in
charge of the facility at that time.

@ Any written communication made by a member of a nursing home advisory
committee within the course and scope of the member's duties, as specified in G.S. 131E-
128, shall be privileged to the extent provided in this subsection. This privilege shall be a
defense in a cause of action for libel if the member was acting in good faith and the
statements or communications do not amouat to intentional wrongdoing.
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To the extent that any nursing home advisory committee or any member thereof is
‘Vered by liability insurance, that committee or member shall be deemed to have waived
e qualified immunity herein to the extent of indemnification by insurance.
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‘Section I. Name. The ﬁame‘of the group shall be
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_ Article 1
Name and Status

‘Mursing Home Advisory Committee.

| Jkl‘ o jb'
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Section 2.

Section 3.

Section 4.

" Section 5.

Section 6.

coordination with the Region G Area

~ Article II
' Purpose =

To monitor the Patient's Bill of Rights for
homes in Brunswick County;
To provide increased social interaction and
enrichment for these adults;

the North Carolina Division of Rging. -

7 .
Radi
‘55‘0‘7-(@@“{

Brunswick « County

Section-ZQ Status. The Brunswick- County Nursing Hame Advisory Commitfee
e ~shall be a voluntary, advisory group ansvering direct-
5A° Spﬂ.{eafd/' ; 1y to the Brunswick  County Board of Commissioners in

Agency on Aging and

-

residents in nursing

oppartunities far -

To assist in preventing physica1'énd psychological deterioratfan

of these older adults by promoting independ
To evaluate the activities of the nursing h

ence; .
omes so that they meet

the needs of the older adults in Brunswick . County;

To promote community understanding of the a
of the needs, problems, strengths and resou
To report to the Brunswick - Commissioners
Committee. ’ v

Article III

ging process; and -
rces of older persons;
the status of the

- The Brunswick - County Nursing Home Advisory Committee

General Powers. The functioning of this

Section 1.

managed by the Commissioners of

County.

Section 2.

Section 3. Tenure.

committee shall be

Number. The Committee shall consist of six (6} appuint-

ed representatives from

Brunswick: County wha

are interested and supportive of nursing heme
activities. Appointments will follow procedures

established in N.C. state laws,

. ®
- V . y ‘ -

Section 4. Selection. The Committee shall be appointed by the Bruns-

wick County Commissioners. ' '
Article 1V
Removal of Advisory Committee Members

Section 1. Removal. A Committee member may be removed for good
cause by the County Commissioners.

Section 2. Absenteeism. When a Committee member

shall fail to appear



Section 1.

Resignatioﬁ.

Section 1.

Vacancies.

Section 1.

Officers.

Section 1

Section 2.

. Advisory

Committee
Members

Chairperson.

Section 3.

Vice-Chairperson

at three consecutive meetings of the Com-
mittee or at one-half of the meetings held
during a two-year period, that person's
membership on the Committee shall automati-
cally terminate, and they shall be so noti-
fied by the Secretary in writing provided,
however, that such member may, upon written
request therefore, be allowed ta appear at
the next regular meeting of the Committee
to request reinstatement, and the Committee
may, in fts discretion and for good cause,
reinstate that person as a member. .-

Article V
Resignation

A member may resign by written notice to
the Chairman of the County Commissioners.
The resignation shall be presented at the
next regular Advisory Committee meeting
when 1t shall take effect

Article VI
Vacancies ]
Any vacancy occuring on the Advisory Com-

mittee will be filled by the Commissioners.

Article VII
Officers

The Advisory Committee members shall elect a
chairperson, vice-chairperson, and secretary. .
A1 officers must be Committee members.

Article VIII
Duties

The Committee shall give advice to the County
Commissioners on how the nursing homes should
operate.

The chairperson shall perside at all meetings
of the Advisory Committee. The chairperson
shall have the authority to appoint committees
and task forces as are necessary.

At the request of the chairperson, or in the

.chairperson's absence or disability, the vice-
chairperson shall perform the dutjes and possess
and exercise the powers of the chairperson.



Section 4.

Secretary

Seétioh 1.

The Secretary shall keep a complete record

of all meetings of the Advisory Committee

and submit them to the County Commlssioners
in a timely manner.

Article IX
Compensation of the Board of Directors

Compensation

Sectfon 1.

No members shall be entitled as a right to
any compensation for attendance at meeting
of the Advisory Committee. The Committee
will develop policies to cover any compen-
sation for other_services of the Committee
and will have them approved by the County '
Commissioners.

~ Article X

Regular Advisory

Section 2.

Committee Meetings

Annual Advisory

Section 1.

Committee Meetings

Meetings

Regular meetings of the Committee shall be

held at least monthly, The regular meeting date
will be the 4th Thursday of the month.

An annual meeting of the Committee shall be.
held in the first week of May of each year by
the Committee.

Article XI -

Notice of Meetirgs

Notice of Regular

Section 2.

Advisory Commit-
tee Meetings

Notice of Special

Section 1.

Advisory Commit-
tee Meetings

Advisory Commit-

Section 1.

tee Meeting

guorum

Notice of meetings of the Committee shall be
given not less than ten (10) days before each
regular meeting.

Notice of the date, time and place of any
special meeting of the Committee shall be
given to each member. o

Article XII

QUOTUN

To constitute a quorum at any meeting of the
Advisory Committee, there shall be present a
majority of the members.

Article XIII

Yoting at Advisory Committee Meetings

Voting at Advis-

ory Committee
Meetings

Each member at the time any vote or action of -
the Advisory Committee is taken upon any
matter shall be entitled to cast one vote
with respect thereto. The vote cast or action
taken by a majority of the members present and



voting constituting a quorum at a meeting
shall control on all matters, unless other-
wise specified.

Article XIV
Rules of Procedure

»

Section 1. Rules of © - All meetings shall be governed according

“Procedure To Roberts Rules of Order Revised.
_ S Article XV
(jvt," . Amendments
Secfion 1. Amendments These bylaws may be amended or repealed and

new bylaws adopted by the affirmative vote

of two-thirds (2/3) of the entire Advisory
Committee at that time in office at any
meeting of the members of the Committee. A
written copy of the proposed amendment changes
shall be provided to all Advisory Conmittee . .=
members at least two (2) weeks prior to the
board meeting at which they are ta be consid-
ered. : :



NURSING HOME COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Domiciliary Home Community Advisory Committee
Appointments and Activities -

The Nursing Home Community Advisory Committee (NHCAC) and the Domiciliary Home
Community Advisory Committee (DHCAC) serve the residents of long term care
facilities within the county. The committees are responsible for monitoring -
the Residents' Bill of Rights, prometing community involvement in the homes,
and providing public education on long tsrm care issues.

NHCAC members are required to visit all nursing homes once a quarter .as a
committee and are to visit individually as often as possible. DHCAC members .
are to visit Homes for the Aged quarterly, Family Care Home arnually, and .
Homes for Develcpmentally Disabled Adults annually as a committee with
individual visits beinc carried out as often as pcssible. Quarterly business
meetings are required in the legislation. Committee activities will involve
approximately eicht hours a menth. Orientation and training will be provided
by the North Carolina Division of Aging through the Regional Ombudsman
Program. ’ : :

Members of these committees must reside within the county which the committee .

serves. They should be willing to attend the trzining sessions, and able to .

effectively ccmmunicate with the residents and hcme administrators.

11 appointments are to be nominat
tee ; i i PN - ye

One-third -

The legislation requires that '"no person or immediate family member of a
person vith a financial interest in a home served by the committes, or
employees or governing board member of =z home ssrved by the committee, or
immediate family member of a resident in a home served by the committee may be
a member of that committee. Any county commissicner who is appcinted to the .
committee shall be deemed to be serving on the committee in an ex officio
capacity. Members of the committee shall szrve vithout compensation, but may
be reimbursed for actual expenses incurred by them in the performance of their

duties.”

Volunteers serving an these committees are the link betwuesn the facility and
the community. Their vork will ultimately resuli in the improved quality of
life for home residents. Additional information on committee activities can
be obtained from the committee chairperson or frcm the Regional Ombudsman at
the Region O Area Agency on Aging, 763-0151. : ‘
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