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INTRODUCTION

The following text includes an inventory and description of the
more s1gn1f1cant Historic Sites found throughout Brunswick County, not
including Southport which shall require a separate study. This compila-
tion report illustrates how the major historic sites of Brunswick County
fit into early American History and explains thejp re]at1onsh1p to pre-
vious generations in the County. o

Each Historic Site exists as a point in time along a calendar of
events which illustrates the scientific, cu]fural, technological, educa-
tional, judicial, social and economical achjevéments which help to mold |
the present lifestyle. Through knowledge of the past we gain better
insight of the present and increase the appreciation for these unique
elements of our common inheritance. |

Historic Sites are unique and nonrenewable educational resources
which owé their importance to associations with american history, archae-
ology, architecture and culture of the past. These valuable resources
constitute an integral part of the human environment by showing the in--
tegrity of past generations which in turn deve]opes a special character
for Brunswick County.

In order to continue this unique County asset, there must be a compre-
hensive management program established within Brunswick County. It 1is the
wish of this Planning Department that a joint Southport - Brunswick County
Historic Preservation Commission become established to develop the means
necessary to protect these 1mportant historical resources. Such a program
would insure that most of the valuable Historic Sites w11] be present for

the future generations of Brunswick County.
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Index OFf Brunswick County's Major Historic Sites

SITE

WiTliams -House

. Belvedere Planta-

tion

Railroad Hotel

Winnabow Planta-
tion

Clarendon Plan-
tation

01d Town Planta-
tion

Pleasant Qaks
Plantation

Orton Plantation
Brunswick Town
Fort'Anderson

St. Philips Church

Liberty Pond And
Colonial Fort

Battery Lamb And
Saltworks

Price's Creek
Lighthouse

LOCATION

On S.W. side of S.R. 1426, 0.7
mi. N.W. of junction with S.R.
1430, Phoenix Vicinity

On west bank of Brunswick River
Near juntion of U.S. 17-74-76
And River Road

On East Side of S.R. 1438 at
Junction with U.S, 17, Lanvale

On S.W. side of S.R. 1521, 1.5
mi. S.E. of Junction with U.s.
17, Winnabow g

Between N. C. 133 and Cape Fear .
River S. of Mallory Creek and North
of Town Creek

On N. Bank of Town Creek, at Cape
Fear River

At the intersection of Rt. 133 and
State Road 1518

On East side of S.R. 1529, across
from S.R. 1530, near Brunswick Town

At the end of S.R. 1533, Orton Vi-
cinity

ONNERSHIP.
Private

Private
Private

Private
Private

Private
Private
Private

'State

Along the Edge'of the River at Bruns- State

wick Town

N. C. 130 off U.S. 17, Brunswick
Town State Historic Site

On West side of S.R. 1533, known
as Orton Pond, Fort area is in
Sunny Point :

01d Bunkers within Sunny Point,

Restrictive Zone and Saltworks near

Juntion of Walden Creek and Cape
Fear

W. Bénk of Cape Fear River on

Price's Creek, at end of S.R. 1540
Southport

2

State

Private .

Federal

Private



MAP. NO.

15
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17

18

19

20

21

22

SITE

"The Rocks"

Quarantine Station
Fort Caswell

Bald Head Light-
house

Cape Fear Light-
House Complex

Gauées Tomb

Boundary House

Hickory Hall

LOCATION ' )

In the Cape Fear River and Extends
from Federal Point through Zeke's
Island to Smith Island Marshes

Within the Cape Fear River 1-1/8
miles Northeast of Southport

At the end of N. C. 133 at Caswell
Beach

In the N. W. Corner of Smith Is-
land '

South East Corner of Smith Island
500 Feet Eastward From S.R. 1154
and South of Jinnys Branch Creek
Located near.the North and South
Carolina State Boundary, .4 mile

South of U.S. 17

Along.the Western town limits
of Calabash South of S.R. 1163

OWNERSHIP

Federal

Fedefa]
Private
Private
Private
Private

Private

Private
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The Williams House

The Williams House at Phoenix is one of the Tast surviving
country homes of it's era in North East Brunswick County. In October
of 1874 the tract of land was sold to the Spencer fémily and it was
latter conveyed back and forth until December 27 nfnteen hundred when
the Williams family bought it from Samuel Chinnis.

The design and architectural style of this home lends itself to
historical significance since this building form has been modified since
the turn of the century. The bkick walK is f]ankéd by cedar.trees
leading from the road to the front porch. There are seven steps about
eight feet long leading to the porch, which stretches across the front
of the house. It has board and batten construction that has turned a -
light grayvthrough the years.

One of the more unique aspects of this house is that the kitchen
and dining room are separated from the main house by a porch that ex-
tends across the rear of the -home and down one side of the dining room
and kitchen. The dining rooﬁ has a 57 inch fireplace with an 86 inch
mantle top. Bothkitchens and dining rooms have tongue and groove walls
with chair rails. The Kitchen has a fireplace and also a fTue in one
corner. | ,

Another unique style of this 18th century home is it's front door
design. It has four small windows on either side with three above the
door way. As one enters a 10 foot wide Hallway that extends the 1ength
the house from which ore can enter.a living room and five bedrooms, each
having it's own firepTace. A11 of the rooms are 11 feet high and 15

by 15 feet in size.



Other unique aspects of the house includes it's beaut1fu1 entrance
which has large yaupon and magnolia trees scattered throughout the yard.
The house has five large ch1mneys and a stairway in the rear which leads
from the back porch to a storage area in the attic (Blake 1972).

Mr. Worth W1]]1ams of Wilmington indicated that the Williams

Family resided in this beautiful house for the Past 75 years, however at

the present it is unoccupied.



Belvedere Plantation -

This Plantation site is situated nearly opposite the City of Wil-
mington on the banks of the Brunswick River and near the junction of
17-74—76 and River Road. It became the home site of two North Carolina
Governors, Benjamin Smith and Daniel Russell.

“Colonel William Dry was perhaps one of the first owners of the
piece of property. In ]atek years his son-in-law, Benj&min Smith
owned it and established it as his main residence. In April of 1796
President George Washington had breakfast at Belvedere with his old
friend, who served under him during the war years. Smith was quite
young when he served as afde;de-camp to General Waéhington in the dan-
gerous but masterly retreat from Long Island after the defeat of the
American Army 1n'August 1776" (Hal1l 1971).

"In 1783 Mr. Smith first appeared in the General Assembly of North
Carolina, representing Brunswick County in the Senate. Smith was elected
Governor of the State of North Carolina in 1810, and among his other
accomplishments he served as Grand Master of the Order of Masons of
North Carolina. It seems to be mere coincidence that Daniel RﬁSse]]
later owned the Belvedere Plantation and also became Governor of the
State of North Cérolina in 1898 (Asbury 1966).

The Plantation contained approximate]y 200 acres of tidal swamp
and under the ownership of Mr. Smith, 160 acres was banked, ditched,
and under rice cu]tivatidn. Also there was some 900 acres of pine
land which became_utifized for the production of tar and pitch for
naval stores. .

At one time the premises contained a manor houée, a large two

story building with a cellar structure, which was connected by a
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breezeway to a building one and a ha]f stories, containing a kitchen,
wash house, and carriage house, all of brick. Also on the site was a
smoke house, two story barn 110 feet Tong and 40 feet wide, contain-
ing a threshing machine, an overseer house and slave quarters with ne-
cessary out buildfngs.
Today if one v1s1ts the area, al] that remains is the ruins of

a ballast stone building and some enormous oak trees which lend shade
and  soft breezes to the site and are over 200 years in age. The plan-
tation site has been divided into lots and a road has been cuyt through

where most of the building once stood. (Asbury 1966)



Battery Lamb and The Confederate Saltworks

Battery Lamb was a Confederate Fort work on Reeves Point on the
edge of the Cape Fear River. It was used during the Civil War as
protection for the Wilmington Seaport.

Just beTow this area on Walden's Creek was established, in war
times, a large Confederate Salt Works for the supply of éalt to the
so]diers; Salt-water was carried in tanks from New Inlet to the creeks
and evaporated by aftificia] heat, producing a fine white salt at a
small expense. It was probab]y demolished by the Federal bTockades who
fired at all signs of smoke.

Also br1cks which were used in the original construction of Fort

Caswe]l were made on the banks of Walden Creek (Sprunt 1896).

Railroad Hotel

The Railroad Hotel located one quarter mile off U.S. 17 on State
1438 is one of the more impfegsive landmarks in the area. It is a -
two story wood frame building with a gable roofvand a monumented front ‘
portico. It has a diamond shape Touvered vent in the gable aﬁd two
central interior chimneys.

The hotel was financed by Dr. E.G. Goodman sometime in the late
1880"'s as a business venture when there were big ideas to link the rail-
road of Southport (Smithville) with Chicago. This-speculation'féi]ed
however and the Rai]rdad Hotel only saw limited use with local visitors
between wilmington‘and Southport (0f course Southport never became the
large deep water port it was planned to be either.) Since this rail-
road connection never blossomed the Railroad Hotel became utilized as

a school house throughout the 1900's and at the present it lies idle.

~



Winnabow Plantation

Winnabow Plantation is Tocated on the Southwest side of State
Road 1521 along the edge of :Rice$ Creek. It was built. approximately
in the 1730's and was said to be one of the prettiest plantations in
the early settlement days of the Lower Cape Fear Region. This plénta—
tion site originally gained prominence when it was owﬁed by Nathaniel
Rice and latter became incorporated into Governof Russell's P]ahtation
a few hundred feet further South of S.R. 1521.

Nathaniel Rice was - one of the most prominent men who ever set-
tled within the Town Creek area in colonial days. He came to the Town
Creek section a1ong with John Baptista Ashe and a number of other
men who became prominent in the colonial life of the Iower Cape Fear
afea when they came from Bathe, England about 1727.

Information found in the Colonial Records indicated‘fhat Nathaniel
Rice was appointed Secretary of the Provinée in 1729. 1In 1734 he be-
came justice of the peace for the New Hanover Précinct and a justice
for the Kings Court. A few years later he became a. member of Governor
Burrington's Council of which he became president. Also Rice served
by appointment as-a vestryman in St. Philip's Parrish and he was appointed
by the Assembly of North Carolina in 1745 to efect a fort which was
named Fért Johnston- in Southport.

Rice was involved in a controversy with Royal Governor Burrington
over the sé]e of 1and$ in the colony. Other COanicts'with the early
governor developed whén Rice and a few other compi]ed a list of com-
laints against Burrington aéd éenf them to the Duke of Newcastle, one
of the King's Secretaries of State. The list was quite lengthy and
the accusations against the governor and crown were strbng. He was

branded a revolutionary when he tried to get more rights and justice
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for the New Hanover Precincts.

"At the death of Governor Burrfngton in 1734, Nathaniel Rice,
who was Secrétary of the Cbunci] became Governor and took h1s oath
of office at Edenton on the 17th of April, 1734, which office he
held until Gabriel Johnston was sworn in as Governor at the town
of Brunswick in November of 1734. 0On the death of vaernor Johnston,
July 17, 1752, Rice became acting Governor of North Cafo]ina, since
he was ranking Counci]]or? and he held this office until his death in
January 1753" (Taylor 1962). |

Also occupying this plantation site was -Governor D.L. Russell
who used a great deal of the Rice house into the building of his mansion
a few hundred yards away. ‘He also incorporated all of Nathaniel Rice's
Tand holding on the fork of Town Creek into his p]antat%on site about
1840. |

The deernor Russell Mansion can sti]f be>seen ét this location
which is in fine repair, illustrating some of the colonial features

of that era.
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CLARENDON PLANTATION -

Ciaréndon Plantation:is located five miles south of Belville along
Rt. 133 and is one of the few fine old Cape Fear plantations ﬁhich has
retained itsvidentity. Clarendon, a 1,000 acre cotton and tobacco
plantation, was named after Clarendon County which originally extended
from Albemarle on the north to Saint Augustine, Florida, on the south.

The powder magazine that is still standing on Clarendon Plantation
is said to be the oldest building in the Cérolinas, having been erected
in 1666 by‘the colonists two years after they had settled iﬁ a community
that they named "Charles-Towne" a settlement they abandoned in 1667. These
same settlers came back to the "mew world" two years later and estabiished,
another Charles-Towne, now known as Charlestdn, South Carolina. This
old powder house is a square building of distinctive brick work believed
to be late 17th century because the brick corner bonds and the pantile
‘roof are the same architectural styles used at boﬁh Williamsburg, Virginia
and Charleston, South Carolina.

Since there had been-no settlers in the Cape Fear area until after
1700, when Pantile was no-longer used for roofing, then the appearance
of Pantile on Clarendon must mean that a colohial town was once situated
there a full sixty-one years before the plantation was granted to John '
Grange in 1728 (Hayden 1961). |

Duriné the aftermath of the Américan Revolution, the first Governof
of North Carolina, Benjamin Smith, came into possession-of‘Clafendon
Plantation. Later in 1834 the site was purchésed by the Watters family
who built a two-story, antebellum house which has been moved but is still

in good repairs. It is here that the famous author, Inglis Fletcher wrote
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