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PARKS & RECREATION EMPLOYEE TAKES ONE ON THE NOSE TO
REMIND US ALL THAT LIFE CAN CHANGE IN A MOMENT

By: Jim Pryor, Director of Parks & Recreation

Tuesday, January 27" was a normal day in the Parks & Recreation Department. That is until the phone rang
at 10:47am alerting me that Adam Nixon, Parks Supervisor at Waccamaw Park had just been involved in a
bad accident and was en route to the hospital.
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As with any situation when the words accident and hospital are involved, a sense of immediate concern and
emptiness filled me as | jumped from what | was doing at my desk, grabbed my coat and headed straight for
the car. The 20 minute trip from the Government Complex to Southport was an interesting journey, in my
mind, but not on the road. At the time, all | know is that part of “my work family” was hurt in a work related
accident. Honestly, at the time | really did not care where it happened, how it happened, or what could
have been done to prevent it. My thought was with Adam’s well being, the well being of his wife and 3-year
old son. Making a call to an injured employees significant life partner alerting them that an accident has
happened is not the ideal accomplishment of picking up my cell phone. My mind then began to drift, what
if it was me that was hurt and someone else was making the call to my wife. It was a very eerie thought.
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| arrived at Dosher Hospital, went straight into the emergency room and saw Adam lying in a hospital bed.
Blood was everywhere, his nose was bent in 3 different directions, and Adam was lying there with a stone
cold look....I will never forget it. About that time, | heard a very soft voice of the nurse say “come in, he is meaning.

going to be OK”. That phrase was a world of relief to me, just knowing that Adam was going to be OK. | Email your answer to:
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walked into the room and Adam greeted me by saying “Mr. Jim, | am so sorry | ruined the truck and tractor”. | . | safetyreviewboard@brunsco.net
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He was not joking, he was sincere. All | could think was that who cares about the truck and tractor, they can
be replaced.

It was determined that Adam had a severely broken nose and needed some stitches to mend some cuts, but

by early afternoon, Adam was in a car with his family heading home. He was lucky, and he knew it. ucideibad
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You see, it was a normal day in Parks & Recreation. Adam, who holds a CDL license and is greatly
experienced in transporting heavy equipment for our department was performing a routine duty for our
department by picking up a tractor in Southport and transporting it to Operation Services for routine
maintenance repairs. Adam, who has loaded up heavy equipment on a trailer, secured his load and
successfully executed his duties hundreds of times, encountered a day that he will remember forever. As he
was traveling down Hwy 87 he hit a bump on the bridge which jarred one of the chains loose, causing the
tractor to start rolling toward the back of the trailer. This in turn caused the weight shift, lifting the back
wheels of the truck off the ground and causing him to lose control of the truck. His option was to veer into
traffic or into a ditch. Adam made the decision to go the ditch route, causing a great impact and slamming
his face into the steering wheel. By the way, he just nearly missed a large tree.
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The truck and tractor were a total loss, but Adam was not. Adam’s story can serve as an example to all of us
that a normal day at the office can change in an instance when safety is involved. Whether you have been
doing something successfully hundreds of times, that next time is no different than the first time. That is
why they are called accidents.

Adam’s nose has been repaired and he is back at Waccamaw Park. Beverly still has her husband and Caleb
still has his daddy to throw the baseball with him.
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Plan your department safety training now!

If you see a S.A.F.E. practice, e-mail us at: safetyreviewboard@brunsco.net



TRIVIA CONTEST WINNERS

Congratulations to Julie Faulk, Customer Service Representative (Building Inspections) and Glenn
Walker, NWWTP Superintendent (Public Utilities) for correctly answering the following trivia
question from January’s S.A.F.E. newsletter:

Question: How many occupations are named in this newsletter?
Answer: 5 Occupations

Julie and Glenn both won a $25.00 gift certificate to Addidas.
Look for the trivia question in this newsletter and enter for your chance to win!

Glenn Walker

Julie Faulk

METH LAB DANGERS 8y: Fred Morris, Code Enforcement Administrator

At the Solid Waste Enforcement Officer’s Association (SWEOA) Fall Conference in Wrightsville Beach, a presentation was made concerning
dangerous methamphetamine labs that enforcement officers could easily stumble across while conducting inspections. The continued
education presentation is shared with S.A.F.E. to hopefully educate other county employees to enhance safety.

Methamphetamine (Meth) is an addictive stimulant drug that strongly activates certain systems in the brain. Meth labs turn up in houses,
barns, apartments, mobile homes, campers, cabins, motel rooms, abandoned-dilapidated dwellings, and even in the back of pickup trucks.

The Meth manufacturing or “cooking” process leaves behind 5-7 pounds of chemical waste for each pound of Meth that is made. The chemical
by-products are considered hazardous waste. Like Public Safety and Haz Mat cleanup personnel, minimum housing inspectors must always be
cautious and alert in the inspection of structures that may be or have been utilized as Meth Labs. If contaminated Meth Labs are discovered, all
county employees, like code enforcement and solid waste officers, should not touch anything and immediately call 911. Trained law
enforcement personnel, Fire-Rescue and Haz Mat teams will soon respond for investigation and the decontamination process. The average
cost of a Meth Lab decontamination clean-up is approximately $5,000, but some could cost much more. In every case involving Meth Labs, cost
should never compromise safety.

MARCH SAFETY TRAINING — ERGONOMICS,

OFFICE SAFETY & MATERIALS HANDLING May 4-8 is

National Occupational Safety Week.
Look for training opportunities!

Register now for your April
Forklift Training
to be held in Operation
Services.

~ 4
Jill Puckett, Livestock Agent for
Cooperative Extension
demonstrates an ergonomic
workstation.

Employees from various
departments listen intently to a
presentation on ergonomics, office
safety and materials handling.

2009 BRUNSWICK COUNTY SAFETY TRAINING CALENDAR

Level |

All Departments
Driver Training
Forklift Training
Evacuation & Fire Safety
Bloodborne Pathogens

Personal Protective Equipment

Ergonomics

Equipment Safety

Hand Tool Safety

Machine Guarding
Flammables & Combustibles

Electrical Safety
Safety Review

Level 11

Occupation Specific
Driver Training
Forklift Training
Evacuation & Fire Safety
Bloodborne Pathogens

Personal Protective Equipment

Respiratory- SCBA Fit Test/Hearing
Hazard Communications/Lab Safety
Confined Spaces

Flammables and Combustibles
LOTO
Plant Safety Review

Contact Person

Eileen Gardner
Bryan Hollis
John Winders
Fred Michael

Ron Worthington

Eileen Gardner
Ronald Moore
Ronald Moore

John Winders
Eileen Gardner
All Members

Contact Number

253-2078
253-2509
754-8245 Ext 3
253-2298

612-2079

253-2078
253-2680
253-2680

754-8245 Ext 3
253-2078

Schedule training

for your department. A safer YOU is a safer ME!!




