OPERATION SERVICES SAFETY RECOGNITION

Rewards and recognition went to employees of Operation Services at a recent luncheon for their
achievements in safety. They recently reached a milestone in their workplace by achieving 2 years without
a lost time accident. This is a huge success for one of our largest departments to go this long without lost
The entire department celebrated while receiving awards and recognition from
Commissioners and the County Manager. Aiming the DART (Days Away Restricted Transferred) at the bulls

time for an injury.

eye they hit the target!
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Safety Review

Operation Services

Space Heater Regulations

Trivia Contest Winners

TRIVIA—Enter for a chancel
to win!

During 2009, Brunswick
County had 54 vehicle
accidents. How many
involved animal collisions?
To be eligible for the next
drawing, email your answers to:
safetyreviewboard@brunsco.net

« Workers Comp Overview

SPACE HEATER REGULATIONS

- A message from the Fire Marshal

e Look for a heater that is listed with a
nationally-recognized testing laboratory
(such as Underwriters Laboratories or UL).
These heaters are tested to meet specific
safety standards; such as, they must be
equipped with ground-pin connectors (3-
pronged pin).

e Coordinate with Building Maintenance.
This is essential to ensure the electrical
circuit is capable of powering the heater
(s). Older_style heaters with exposed
radiant wires are not permitted.

e All portable space heaters must be
equipped with tip over protection. Tip
over protection will turn off the heater
automatically when the heater is tipped
over and not in the full upright position.

e Heaters should be equipped with an
overheat shut off to prevent fires.

« Before using the heater, read and follow
the instructions for its operation and
maintenance.

Never run the heater’s cord (or any cord)
under rugs, carpeting or furniture.

Plug portable heaters directly into a wall
outlet or surge protector; do not plug a
space heater into a multi-outlet box or
extension cord. The high current flow can
cause eventual failure of the multi-box
outlet, and excessive heating that can
cause fire.

Do not leave the heater operating
unattended. Portable electric air heaters
are designed for use only as temporary
supplemental heating and only while

attended.
To prevent electrical shocks and
electrocutions, always keep portable

electric heaters away from water. And
never touch an electric heater if you are
wet.

Keep the heater in a safe working
condition in accordance with the
manufacturer’s instructions. Never
operate defective equipment or bring
substandard equipment from home for

work use.

Do not place the heater where people
might trip over or bump into it.

Place the heater on a level surface for
stability.

e And finally, periodically check surrounding

objects to see if they feel hot, a 3 foot
clearance from combustible materials
(furniture, papers, etc.) is recommended.

It is imperative that any recommendations
made by the Fire Marshal, Risk Manager or
Building Maintenance be followed to ensure
safe operation.

4
{3 FEET FRoM ANYTHING THAT CAN BURN
. INCLUDING PECPLE.'V

If you see a S.A.F.E. practice, e-mail us at: safetyreviewboard@brunsco.net




FOR SAFETY’S SAKE

Looking over the last 4 years of worker’s compensation
activity gives us a true picture of our safety

Work Comp Overview -4 Fiscal Years

performance. The chart to the right shows the past 500,000

years and the cost of worker’s compensation during 450.000 /-&-\

those years. The chart highlights performance and skill 400 000

levels we share as an organization. We have decreased 350'000 / \

the dollars spent on worker’s compensation cost which ; \

equals less accidents and less severity overall. 300 .000 \

Injuries at work keep us from doing the activities we 250.000 \

enjoy in our free time. Take pride in knowing the 200,000 \

employees of Brunswick County use skills and 150'000

knowledge which promote safety in our workplace and 100 000 \

our personal lives as well. Reporting and removing ! \
hazards is one way to continue to support each other 50-000 P
at work. 0 T T T T

A safer you is a safer me. Keep up the good work!
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HOLIDAY TRAVEL - With the holiday season here, driving can be even more challenging. Coupled with additional travel,
possible inclement weather and holiday festivities there are more distractions to drive through. Last December, 3074 people were
killed in automobile accidents. Over 28% of those deaths involved a driver with a blood alcohol content (BAC) of .08 percent or
more. Remember, you are considered legally impaired with BAC of .08 percent,(.04 for CDL holders). Research shows the risk of
causing a fatal motor vehicle accident is significantly increased when the BAC is .05 percent. Tell younger drivers about the
tragedies that drunk driving can bring. Keep the season bright, don’t drink and drive.

TRIVIA CONTEST WINNERS

Congratulations to the following employees for successfully citing the violations pictured in last edition of the S.A.F.E. newsletter:

From L to R: John Hobgood - G.I.S., Bob Campbell - Health Department, Sheila Rivenbark - Operation
Services, Rene Tarquinio - B.S.R.l., Kim MclLean - Revenue, Bruce Mitchell - Operation Services,
Carietta “Cookie” Randolph - Operation Services. Not Pictured: Pauline Benton - Central Permitting,
Steve Randone - G.I.S., Huey Marshall - Legal.

In response to the trivia, listed below are the most serious infractions to the North Carolina General Statute and Administrative
Code in order of priority as stated by safety professionals:

29 CFR 1926.28(a) Personal Protective Equipment

29 CFR 1926.251(c)(15)(ii) Rigging Equipment for Material Handling
29 CFR 1926.501(a)(2) Fall Protection

29 CFR 1926.25 (a thru c) Housekeeping

29 CFR 1926 5(a)(1) General Duty Clause
Look for the trivia question in this newsletter and enter for your chance to win!
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BRUNSWICK COUNTY SAFETY TRAINING CALENDAR

Level 11 Contact Info.
Occupation Specific

Plant Safety Review

Level 1
All Departments
All Members

Eileen Gardner
Melanie Turrise

Safety Review

Accident Reporting Procedure ~ Accident Reporting Procedure 253-2003

Schedule training for your department. A safer YOU is a safer ME!!
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