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Coastal Land Trust to Bring Back Longleaf Pine at
New County Nature Park

The newly opened Brunswick County Nature Park is bustling with activity. County officials are
out working with local user groups to design hiking and biking trails; canoe and kayak
enthusiasts are utilizing the boat launch to paddle Town Creek, and people are starting to explore
the park by road and trail. Aside from glimpses of native wildlife, visitors will undoubtedly
notice logging activity in the park. The timbering started last spring under the Coastal Land
Trust’s direction with the overall goal to thin out overgrown loblolly pine stands to create a
pleasant visitor experience, to enhance habitat for wildlife, and to facilitate the construction of
new trails, facilities and even a proposed challenge course. Part of the overall timber
management plan is to completely remove existing loblolly pine in a 20-25 acre area near the
park’s entrance to plant longleaf pine. Why plant longleaf pine when there is plenty of loblolly
pine around? Well, the Coastal Land Trust would like to bring back, on a small scale, a forest of
yesteryear.

Longleaf pine forests once blanketed the southeast covering an estimated 90 million acres in nine
states from Virginia to Texas. It was likely the most dominant forest type in the country in early
colonial times. Early explorers of the South marveled at the tall, stately pines that once stood
widely spaced to create an open park like appearance — a forest shaped by frequent, low intensity
wildfires. For many generations, cultures were both transformed by and helped to transform the
longleaf piney woods. Certainly, Wilmington was renowned during colonial times for the
production of naval stores—tar, pitch, rosin and turpentine tapped from the thick longleaf trees
and used in building ships. In addition, certain longleaf pine stands were even reserved by the
English crown to supply tall, straight masts for sailing ships. Longleaf’s slow growth creates
wood of great strength, which was used to build bridges, factories and wharves in the 1800’s.
However, after 200 years of tapping, logging, fire suppression and outright land clearing, less
than 3 percent of the longleaf forest acreage remains throughout its historic range.

Jesica Blake, Stewardship Director of the Coastal Land Trust said, “The Coastal Land Trust has
made it a priority to protect existing longleaf pine stands and to restore longleaf when possible.
We request that park visitors stay well away from the logging equipment and operations. ” The
Coastal Land Trust in partnership with Brunswick County hopes to plant longleaf pine on the 20-
25-acre cleared area within a year. A sign will be erected soon to show the location of the
restoration site. Longleaf seedlings will be purchased next summer and the site will be prepped
and planted during the winter of 2011/2012. “The Coastal Land Trust is involved in several



longleaf pine restoration projects both on our own preserves and in coordination with our
landowner partners, like Brunswick County,” said Ms. Blake. “We’re excited to contribute to the
restoration of this great forest ecosystem.”
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The North Carolina Coastal Land Trust works with landowners in North Carolina to save the lands you
love at the coast, for the benefit of all North Carolinians. Since 1992, the Trust has helped save more
than 45,000 acres of land in 22 coastal counties of the state. To date, the Coastal Land Trust has
acquired 14 properties that have become either local or county parks, state game lands, private nature
parks, or our own nature preserves available for passive recreation and public enjoyment. The Coastal
Land Trust has offices in Edenton, Wilmington and New Bern. If you would like more information on
North Carolina Coastal Land Trust please visit www.coastallandtrust.org. If you would like more
information about the proposed timber management plans at the Brunswick County Nature Park, please
contact Jesica Blake at 910/790-4524 or Kirstie Dixon at 910/253-2027




