
 Brunswick County Juvenile Crime Prevention Council 
March 16, 2017 Meeting Minutes 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER:  

Meeting called to order by Erin Rutkowski. There were 14 voting members present at the meeting. Quorum was 
met.  Members excused from the February meeting: Jamie Duesing, Resea Willis, Meredith Lloyd, Katherine 
White.   
  

II. PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Erin Rutkowski asked for any public comments. Chief District Court Judge Scott Ussery stated that his boss, the 
Chief Justice, has been pushing to raise the age and he thinks it will be law very soon.  The juvenile numbers in 
Brunswick County are about to explode.  He stated his door is always open.  They plan to have Judge Pauline 
Hankins available for Teen Court.  She is very suited to talk to people from all walks of life.  Judge Ussery stated 
that he and Judge Hankins are only an email away.  They want to be available to help in any way. 
 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Lance Britt made a motion to approve the January minutes.  Melinda Johnson seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed unanimously.  Mike Forte made a motion to approve the February minutes.  Victoria Bellamy seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.  
 

IV. PROGRAM REPORTS 
1. Teen Court 

Bonnie Jordan reported for the month of February Teen Court had a beginning count of 12, 7 admissions, 1 
successful completions, 1 terminations for an ending count of 17.  YTD: 69.    

2. Providence Home 
Warren Mortley reported for the month of February Providence Home had a beginning court of 1, 4 
admissions, 2 successful completions, 1 terminations for an ending count of 2.  YTD: 16. 

3. Restitution  
Anita Handler reported for the month of February Restitution had a beginning count of 18, 7 admissions, 7 
successful completions and 1 termination for an ending count of 17.  YTD: 69.   There were 3 offsite 
programs with a total of 15 clients and 4 onsite programs with a total of 20 clients.  The children worked 88 
community service hours and a total of 26.5 restitution hours which is equivalent to $198.75. 

4. Strengthening Families 
Erin Ditta stated for the month of February Strengthening Families had a beginning count of 3, 4 admissions, 
0 successful completions, 1 terminations for an ending count of 7.  YTD: 13.  Strengthening Families does a 
parent session, a youth session and a family session each week.  It is a 7 week program and is available to any 
family in Brunswick County.  The only stipulation to being in the program is the youth must live with the 
parent or guardian who is bringing them to the program.  It is for ages 10 to 14 and their parent or guardian.  
They just completed the 2nd round of their 3rd session.  Strengthening Families provides a meal for the family 
so they can use that 30 minutes to sit, talk and eat together.  After the meal, the youth and parents separate for 
sessions.  The parents talk about setting limits, showing love, supporting the youth’s dreams and goals, 
understanding why there is a need for rules, how to build positive relationships, matching small problems 
with small consequences, how to listen effectively, touch on drug use and give them additional resources.  In 
the youth session, they talk about dreams, stress, coping skills, responsibility and rules, and how to resist peer 
pressure.  When the family comes together, they talk about building positive relationships, strengths the 
family has, encouraging families to set up family meetings, family values, and listening skills.  After the 7 
weeks, they get outcomes on if the parents are monitoring more, are the parents more involved in parenting, 
how are youth coping with stress, communicating and dealing with peer pressures, are families bonding more, 
and understanding and relating to the rules in the home.  Strengthening Families will meet their agreed upon 
number to serve.  They had one family that included the mom and dad, who were separated, and the maternal 
grandparents who do not get along with the mom.  There was a lot of struggle on how to work as a family.  
By the last night, it was just mom and grandma who came to graduation and they had the biggest conflict in 
the family.  The mom and grandma had their arms around each other in a family picture.  Grandma said she 
wished she had that program available when she was raising her own family and she learned how to deal with 
situations in a more loving way.  The mom wrote that she had learned more from Strengthening Families than 



she has in any other program that she has participated in when it comes to parenting and co-existing with 
families, in-laws and others.  There was even a youth that said he had a friend that could use Strengthening 
Families with his family.  They are getting a lot of referrals, even youth referrals.  Erin was asked how many 
people was in each session and she stated that there were a total of about 30 people which included parents, 
youth and siblings. 

5. Coastal Art 
Kristina Clemmons reported for the month of February Coastal ART had a beginning count of 38, 2 
admission, 0 successful completions, for an ending count of 40.  YTD: 48.   Kristina Clemmons reported they 
just completed Leland and still are at Cedar Grove, Waccamaw and Shallotte Middle.  They will be starting at 
Virginia Williamson in 2 weeks.  They don’t normally go to elementary school; however, since all the 
students are in 5th grade and meet the age requirement Ronald Tillman said they were good to go.  It will be 
with all boys.  ART is a 10 week course that is run during the school time.  Every week there are 3 parts of 
group – anger management, moral reasoning, and social skills.  They learn how to deal with their anger.  In 
the moral reasoning they learn that their opinion doesn’t have to be the same as everyone else’s and that 
sometimes there’s not a right or wrong answer.  It is interesting to watch the conversations that they have to 
come up with on their own.  Every week they have a social skill.  This week it was helping others.  There are 
two boys who did not take the program serious and they have requested to come back and redo the program.   
 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
1. Membership Committee 

No report. 
2. Public Relations: 

No report. 
3. By-Laws: 

No report.  
4. Monitoring: 

No report. 
5. Funding: 

Maxine Elliott reported that the Funding Committee will not be making recommendations due to questions 
with some of the programs.  They will be communicating and asking more questions and will bring the 
recommendations to the next meeting.     

6. Community Needs: 
No report. 
 

VI. TREASURER’S REPORT: 
Christina Kennedy reported to date we have spent $4,661.25 which is about 56% of the budget.  The balance is 
$2,338.75.  Christina does anticipate having funds remaining with the projections for this fiscal year.  She is 
working on the 3rd quarter accounting and getting that data entered.  Approximately $550.00 is what she thinks 
might be available to any of the programs that might have a need.  This has not gone thru NC Allies for approval 
since we haven’t met the deadline.  Christina just wanted to make the programs aware of it in addition to any 
discretionary funds that are available.   

 
VII. UPDATES FROM DJJ: 

Lance Britt reported that he received an email regarding raising the juvenile age from Billy Lassiter who is in charge 
of juvenile justice for the state.  Mr. Lassiter stated that out of 120 members in the House there are 66 co-sponsors 
for that Bill.  If you have 66 co-sponsors out of 120 it looks very promising.  Whenever it is passed, there will be a 
couple of years of training and growing pains because it affects everything from the number of court sessions to the 
folks that are providing supervision.  It is supposed to be effective in 2019 but that date could change.  Lance has a 
powerpoint presentation that he would like to present to the JCPC in the future so the JCPC members are aware of 
what the Bill entails and what/why they are trying to do this.  DJJ complaints have actually decreased in Brunswick 
County.  They are also trying to do more on the front end.  They are trying to work on an initiative with the school 
system, especially in disorderly conduct, to handle things without always having to come in front of the court.  There 
are times when that is necessary and times when they have to do some things in an elevated nature.  But, there are 
also things they can do without having kids and families come in front of the court.  That’s a work in progress.  If 
there is anything you need from his folks, please feel free to contact Lance. 
 



VIII. UPDATES FROM TRILLIUM: 
No updates.   
 

X. COMMENTS FROM CHAIR: 
Erin Rutkowski advised that the new members need to complete a Conflict of Interest form.  Those forms need to 
be turned in to Regina Bennett as soon as possible.  We need to vote on new officers at the next meeting so we can 
avoid the issues that we had last year.  When it got to the summertime, participation went down and we did not have 
a quorum to vote.  To avoid that issue, we want to go ahead and vote on that at next month’s meeting.   If you have 
any interest in serving as an officer, please let us know.   
 
Mike Forte advised the JCPC Board that the county commissioners approved the Brunswick Guaranty which 
enables Brunswick County students to go to school at Brunswick Community College for free.  They will pay for 
the tuition, fees and books.  A student must have graduated from one of the high schools, charter schools or a home 
school and must be a resident of Brunswick County. 

 
XI:  COMMENTS FROM CONSULTANT: 

No comments. 
 
IX. ADJOURN:  

A motion was requested by Amy Horgan to adjourn.  Lance Britt seconded the motion.  The motion was approved 
unanimously.   
 

Next JCPC meeting is April 20, 2017 at 1:00pm.  The meeting will be in the David Sandifer Building second floor 
conference room.  
 
 
 


