
Wells that have been under water are likely to be contaminated with floodwaters. They should be flushed, 
thoroughly disinfected, flushed again and tested for bacteria before the water is used for drinking. For 
information about disinfecting wells and getting your water tested, contact the local health department, or 
visit Section (#), “Disinfecting Wells,” in this manual. 

Disinfecting a Flooded Well  
 

1. First, pump your well for about 30 minutes at the wellhead or an outside faucet to remove the most 
contaminated water.  

 
2. Using one of the charts below, pour the amount of chlorine, either 70 percent calcium hypochlorite 

(Chart A), or unscented household bleach (Chart B) into the well. The charts indicate the amount of 
chlorine needed based on the diameter of well casing and depth of water in the well. Calcium 
hypochlorite is preferred for disinfecting wells, but unscented household bleach containing sodium 
hypochlorite will work in an emergency. When calcium hypochlorite tablets are used, they should be 
carefully broken into smaller pieces using proper eye protection and rubber gloves.  

 
Chart A: Amount of Calcium Hypochlorite (70 percent available chlorine) 

Depth of Well  2-inch 
casing  

4-inch 
Casing  

6-inch 
Casing  

8-inch 
Casing  

10-inch 
Casing  

24-inch 
Casing  

36-inch 
Casing  

50 Ft. Deep  .2 oz or  .6 oz or  1.5 oz or  2.5 oz or  3.9 oz or  22.5 oz or  50.5 oz or  

1 tablet  4 tablets  10 tablets  17 tablets  28 tablets  157 tablets  353 tablets  
100 Ft. Deep  .3 oz or  1.3 oz or  3 oz or  5 oz or  7.8 oz or  45 oz or  101 oz or  

2 tablets  9 tablets  21 tablets  35 tablets  53 tablets  315 tablets  707 tablets  
200 Ft. Deep  .65 oz or  2.5 oz or  6.1 oz or  10 oz or  15.6 oz or  90 oz or  202 oz or  

5 tablets  17 
tablets  

42 tablets  70 tablets  108 tablets  630 tablets  1414 
tablets  

400 Ft. Deep  1.3 oz or  5 oz or  12.2 oz or  20 oz or  31 oz or  179.2 oz or  403 oz or  

9 tablets  35 
tablets  

85 tablets  140 tablets  217 tablets  1254 
tablets  

2821 
tablets  

 

Chart B: Amount of Unscented Household Bleach (5.25 percent available chlorine) 
Depth of Well  2-inch 

casing  
4-inch 
Casing  

6-inch 
Casing  

8-inch 
Casing  

10-inch 
Casing  

24-inch 
Casing  

36-inch 
Casing  

50 Ft. Deep  5 ½ T. or  1 cup or  2 ½ c. or  4 c. or  6 ½ c. or  37 c. or  –––  

.02 gal.  .06 gal.  .15 gal.  ¼ gal.  ½ gal.  2.33 gal.  5 ¼ gal.  
100 Ft. Deep  ½ cup or  2 c. or  4.6 c. or  8 c. or  13 c. or  74 ¾ c. or  –––  

.03 gal.  .13 gal.  .3 gal.  .52 gal.  .8 gal.  4.7 gal.  10 ½ gal.  
200 Ft. Deep  1 c. or  4 c. or  9 ½ c. or  16 c. or  26 c. or  –––  –––  

.06 gal.  ¼ gal.  .58 gal.  1 gal.  1.62 gal.  9.3 gal.  21 gal.  
400 Ft. Deep  2.1 c. or  8 c. or  20 c. or  34 c. or  52 c. or  –––  –––  

.13 gal.  ½ gal.  1.2 gal.  2.1 gal.  3 ¼ gal.  18.6 gal.  42 gal.  
 



3.  Using a hose, recirculate water back into the well until you smell chlorine in the water 

4.  Rinse the well casing and all other equipment in the well with the chlorine. 

5.  Turn on each faucet in and on the house until you smell chlorine, then turn off and let chlorine stand in the 
well and plumbing systems for at least 24 hours. 

6.  After 24 hours, connect a garden hose to an outside faucet and run water through the hose away from the 
house foundation and any septic tank system until the chlorine smell is gone. Do not pump large quantities of 
highly chlorinated water into a septic system. 

7.  After the disinfection process is completed, contact your local health department to have the water 
sampled. Continue to use bottled water or water that has been brought to a rolling boil for one minute until 
sample results show no coliform bacteria contamination. 

 


