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Brunswick County Library Board of Trustees Meeting
October 23, 2017

Brunswick County Emergency Center
CA

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by Chairman Ron Benton at 4: 05 PM at the Brunswick
County Emergency Center. 

Trustees Present: Ron Benton, Emma Myles, Nadine Stanley, Gibby Wilson, Lena Butler, Randy

Sullivan, Sheila Umbricht, Marylin Searby, and Donna Morgan

Also present: Lisa Milligan representing Maurice Tate, Brunswick County Library Director, and

Diana Fotinatos, Vice -President of Friends of the Library Southport and Oak Island ( FOLSOI) 

Trustees absent: none

Reading of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting: The minutes of the September 25, 2017

meeting were unanimously approved as amended (Motion Ms. Umbricht/2nd Ms. Searby). 

Library Director' s Report

1. Ms. Milligan reported that fall and winter programming at the five county libraries are

underway with good attendance for fall programs and anticipated full attendance for the
winter programs. 

2. The safety issues in the Leland Library parking lot are ongoing. Three brightly -colored

signs were posted (entry, mid -lot, and at library) reading SLOW Pedestrian Crossing. 
Measurements for speed bumps were made by Brunswick County maintenance personnel
with no specific installation date. 

3. Three staff members attended training. 

4. Ms. Milligan attended a seminar on her own time about the Opioid epidemic in

Brunswick County and brought back materials to the Leland Library where she and her
staff created information sheets based on a seminar brochure. The sheets, placed in the

restrooms for patron privacy, have telephone resources for opioid problems and have

tear -offs at the bottom. A copy of these sheets will be fowarded to the other library
managers for use in their branches. Ms. Milligan and her staff are creating a Leland

Opioid Abuse Workshop to inform the public and offer resources from various public
officials. 

Discussion: Safety in the Leland Library parking lot is an ongoing concern, with Ms. 
Milligan using the example of the difficulty of three daycares bringing 58 children to the

library for Smart Start activities and their struggles to safely navigate the traffic. Ms. Stanley

reiterated the need for patrons to be secure in the parking area and Mr. Benton raised

concerns that if a patron is injured, the County would face a legal problem. 
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Migration of the opioid problems in Wilmington to Brunswick County and the need

for information on resources and the need for our libraries to address the issue were raised by

Mr. Benton, Ms. Stanley, Ms. Searby, and Ms. Umbricht. 

Questions about the move of Hickmans Crossroads Library and the effect on other

branches' programs as well as its timing and utilization of library staff were raised. Several

trustees offered history of past moves in Leland and Shallotte as examples of the levels of need
and participation. 

Old Business

1.  The ongoing efforts for library signage were reported on by Mr. Benton. Local, county, 
and state governments all must have input and give approval. Mr. Benton is committed to

this project and will continue to seeking support at the various levels. 
2.  The Nominating Committee of Ms. Nadine Stanley and Mr. Randy Sullivan respectfully

submitted the slate of names to fill the upcoming fiscal year' s officer positions as
follows: Chairman— Mr. Ron Benton; Vice- Chair— Ms. Mary ( Gibby) Wilson; and

Secretary— Ms. Donna Morgan. A motion to accept the slate was made by Ms. Searby, 

seconded by Ms. Myles, and unanimously approved. 

New Business

Installation of the officers— Mr. Ron Benton as Chairman, Ms. Mary (Gbby) Wilson as

Vice -Chair and Ms. Donna Morgan as Secretary was unanimously approved upon a motion by
Ms. Umbricht, seconded by Ms. Myles. 

Closing Comments

Ms. Searby raised the concern that Hickmans Crossroads Library has only two staff; she

said there is need for more staff not only there but at the other branches. There was a brief

discussion of how to approach the problem and the fact that the budget for 2017/ 18 has already

passed with no funding for additional staff. Ideas for promoting the need to County authorities
were presented. 

Meeting adjourned at 4: 45 PM. ( Motion Ms. Myles/ 2nd Ms. Stanley) 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Morgan

Secretary
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