
 

NATIONAL 

Congratulations to Brunswick 
County Public Utilities as they 
were highlighted in 
WaterWorld Magazine, a 
publication that focuses on 
water and wastewater 
industries. Outstanding Utility 
Service. 
 

 

STATE 

On March 13, 2016, the largest 
pile up in state history 
occurred.  A huge series of 
wrecks involving more than 130 
vehicles on Interstate 40 are 
being blamed on speeding, 
following too closely and driver 
inattention in heavy rain and 
fog, authorities say. No one 
was killed but 25 people were 
hurt in the pileups that began 
late Sunday afternoon on the 
route between Durham and 
Greensboro, said a statement 
released Monday by the 
Department of Public Safety. 
 

 

LOCAL 

The recent closures on Ocean 
Isle Bridge allowed for crews to 
repair concrete sections of the 
bridge. There may still be 
intermittent work scheduled, 
watch for work zones.    For 
more information on bridge 
inspections and closures check 
out the   North Carolina Bridge 
Information web page. For real-
time travel information, call 
511, visit the Traveler Services 
section of NCDOT.gov. 

Finally, after a long winter, the days are sunny, longer and warm winds are here! It’s time to get outside 

and enjoy the outdoors. Get those leaf-filled gutters cleared, dead plants out of the flower beds and that 

green stuff off the house. As seen on HGTV, Dwight Barnett, a certified master inspector with the 

American Society of Home Inspectors, shared this checklist to help target the areas that need 

maintenance so you can get your chores done safely while still leaving time to go outside and play in the 

sunshine.   

 Examine roof shingles to see if any were lost or damaged during the winter. If your home has an 

older roof covering, you may want to start a budget for replacement. The summer sun can really 

damage roof shingles. Shingles that are cracked, buckled or loose or are missing granules need to be 

replaced. Flashing around plumbing vents, skylights and chimneys need to be checked and repaired 

by a qualified roofer. 

 Examine the Wood Trim - Check the wood trim around windows, doors, railings and decks. Make 

repairs now before the spring rains do more damage to the exposed wood. 

 Check the Gutters – Look for loose or leaky gutters. Make sure downspouts are free of debris and 

drain away from the foundation. 

 Use Compacted Soil - Low areas in the yard or next to the foundation should be filled with 

compacted soil. During spring rains, when water pools in low areas, it creates a breeding ground for 

insects. 

 Examine the Chimney – Inspect the exterior and have the flue maintained by a professional. 

 Inspect the Concrete - Inspect concrete slabs for signs of cracks or movement. All exterior slabs 

except pool decks should drain away from the home's foundation. Fill cracks with a concrete crack 

filler or silicone caulk. When weather permits, power-wash and then seal the concrete. 

 Check Outside Faucets - Turn the water on at the spigot and place your thumb or finger over the 

opening. If you can stop the flow of water, it is likely the pipe inside the home is damaged and will 

need to be replaced. While you're at it, check the garden hose for dry rot. 

 Service the AC Unit - Have a qualified heating and cooling company clean and service the outside 

unit of the air conditioning system. 

 Check Power Equipment - Check your gas and battery-powered lawn equipment and sharp cutting 

blades will make yardwork easier. 

 Move Firewood - Firewood should be stored off the ground and away from the house.  Remove 

debris from your property and take advantage of Brunswick County’s free dump week April 11-16. 
 

Enjoy the longer days and keep your home safely maintained! 

Before you do it, take time to think thru it!! 

2 

EVALUATION TIME! 

Don’t forget to tell your supervisors about your safety related improvements, 

actions or goals in your evaluations. Safety is part of the job for Brunswick 

County employees, share your success stories!!! 

FREE DUMP WEEK 
APRIL 11—16, 2016 

 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
WASTE COLLECTION 

APRIL 16, 2016 

http://ncoits.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d%3a-92%3b%26JDG%3c%3a5%3c460%40%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=4998319&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=13529&Action=Follow+Link
http://ncoits.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d%3a-92%3b%26JDG%3c%3a5%3c460%40%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=4998319&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=13529&Action=Follow+Link
http://ncoits.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d%3a-92%3b%26JDG%3c%3a5%3c460%40%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=4998319&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=13528&Action=Follow+Link
http://ncoits.pr-optout.com/Tracking.aspx?Data=HHL%3d%3a-92%3b%26JDG%3c%3a5%3c460%40%26SDG%3c90%3a.&RE=MC&RI=4998319&Preview=False&DistributionActionID=13528&Action=Follow+Link
http://www.brunswickcountync.gov/solidwaste/brunswick-county-solid-wasterecycling-2016-events/
http://www.brunswickcountync.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Solid-Waste-Header-text.png
http://www.brunswickcountync.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Solid-Waste-Header-text.png
http://www.brunswickcountync.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Solid-Waste-Header-text.png


 

 

April Showers bring  

Thunder and Lightning! 
 

Lightning most often 

strikes people who work 

outside or engage in out-

door recreational activi-

ties. More than a third of 

lightning strike deaths 

occur on farms. Other 

common places are indus-

trial locations and private 

residences. Construction 

and material handling 

such as loading and un-

loading are two of the 

most common work-

related activities where 

lightning strikes occur. 

The majority of work-

related lightning strikes 

occur in Florida and Tex-

as, two states where sea-

sonal lightning deaths and 

injuries are high. 

Office Safety…….excerpt from Safety Toolbox Topics 
 

Compared to an industrial work environment, an office can seem like a safe place 

to work. However, many serious accidents and injuries occur on a regular basis in 

offices everywhere. Slips, trips and falls are one of the most common causes of 

workplace injuries. Office workers are injured by falls, fires and electric shock. 

They receive cuts and bruises from office tools and furniture. They also can de-

velop muscular skeletal injuries from repetitive work.  Take a look at these safe 

practices and apply them to your office workplace. 
 

 Tripping hazards such as cords, cables, handbags and other obstructions 

should not be placed in or across traffic areas.  

 Keep drawers of desks and cabinets closed.  

 Clean up any spills right away. Floors which are wet from cleaning should 

also be blocked off and marked by warning signs.  

 Load file cabinets from the bottom up so they don’t become top heavy and topple over.  

 Use safe lifting techniques. Use the strength in your legs, not your back, when lifting items. Bend your 

knees, not your back.  

 Store sharp implements such as scissors, plastic knives, and letter openers separately from other items 

to prevent cuts and puncture wounds.  

 Don't overload electrical circuits. Breakers which trip frequently are a sign of overloaded circuits. Op-

eration Services will make sure the area is wired adequately for all of the electronic equipment such as 

computers, copiers and printers. If you bring in your own radios, fans, coffee pots, mug warmers or any 

other electronics meant for home use, limit the usage and do not overload circuits.  

 Don't use a desk as a step stool when you are reaching for something overhead. Take the time to get a 

stepladder or stepstool.  

 Repetitive strain injuries are increasingly common in offices. When doing work such as computer key-

boarding, keep your hands and wrists straight and relaxed. Frequently switch to other tasks to give your 

hands a rest.  

 The 20/20/20 rule, if followed, helps reduce fatigue and eye strain. It is pretty simple and states: Every 

20 minutes, take at least 20 seconds and look away from your work/screen and focus on something else 

that is at least 20 feet away from you. 
 

Office Hazard Recognition Challenge – after reading this article take a few minutes to identify hazards in 

your work place.  Without touching anything, identify as many hazards as you can.  Take 5 minutes to cor-

rect any hazards and make your work place safer today. 

BRUNSWICK COUNTY SAFETY TRAINING CALENDAR 

Month Level I Level II Contact Person Contact # 

  All Departments Occupation Specific     

Email eileen.gardner@brunswickcountync.gov to 
schedule your department’s training! 

April 
 

 

Driver Training 
Playground Safety 
 

Work Zone Safety 
Forklift Training 
Pesticide Training 

Bryan Hollis 
Aaron Perkins 
Jeff Brown 

253-2509 
253-2676 
253-2507 

May 

 
Electrical Safety 
Emergency Preparedness 

Fire & Evacuation Safety 
Emergency Preparedness 

Jay Eden's 
Mark Gore 

253-2572 
754-8245 

June Workplace/Building Safety 
 

Bloodborne Pathogens 
 

Brit Huggins 253-2350 

July Ergonomics Personal Protective Equipment Eileen Gardner 253-2078 
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Post this on the wall 

for everyone to see 

Playground Equipment 
Safety Training  
April 18, 2016  

12:00 pm to 3:00 pm  
 Town Creek Park  

Community Building 

April 21st & 22nd—Pesticide Class   

Open to all licensed pesticide applicators. Contact jeff.brown@brunswickcountync.gov 

to register. 
 

April 25th & May 16th—Lock Out Tag Out Training  

Utilities will be hosting a session that focuses on the current lock out tag out procedures 

for Brunswick County employees.  If you are not registered, do it quickly. Class size is 

limited to 30. Contact donald.dixon@brunswickcountync.gov to register. 
 

April 27th—Fork Lift Training 

Operation Services will host an all day classroom and hands on certificate training for all 

fork lift operators. Email jeff.brown@brunswickcountync.gov to register. 

mailto:eileen.gardner@brunswickcountync.gov
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