
Compliance Corner  

National:  OSHA recently released 
it’s most frequently cited stand-
ards from October 1st, 2017-
Sept. 30th, 2018.  The top 5 are: 
1. Fall Protection 
2. Hazard Communication  
3. Scaffolds/Scaffolding  
4. Respiratory Protection 
5. Lockout/Tagout 
For the full top-ten list, click 

HERE. 
 
State:  The North Carolina State 
Highway Patrol launched Opera-
tion Stop Arm on Oct. 15. The 
initiative is an attempt to increase 
school bus safety after observing 
3,196 illegal bus passes in one 
day throughout NC. State Troop-
ers will seek to crack down on 
violators by riding on school bus-
es and using unmarked patrol 
cars to monitor bus routes to and 
from school.  

For more info, click HERE. 
 
Local: When the fire alarm in the 
administration building was set 
off due to the accumulation of 
wallboard dust from repair work, 
occupants exited in record time 
(under 5 min).  Not only did it 
give the fire alarm a functionality 
test after the building sustained 
storm damage, this was an op-
portunity to see employees flaw-
lessly execute the buildings emer-
gency action plan. Well done! 

 Upcoming Trainings 
November: 

 Workplace Safety 

December: 

 Program Review 

January:  

 Accident Prevention 

 Accident Reporting  

Drowsy Driving  
(Excerpt from the National Sleep Foundation) 

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration conservatively estimates 
that 100,000 reported crashes are the direct result of driver fatigue each year. 
This results in an estimated 1,550 deaths, 71,000 injuries, and $12.5 billion in 
monetary losses. These figures may only be the tip of the iceberg, since current-
ly it is difficult to attribute crashes to sleepiness. Sleep deprivation and fatigue 
make lapses of attention more likely to occur, and may play a role in behavior 
that can lead to crashes attributed to other causes. Make sure you are consist-
ently getting the recommended 7 hours of sleep per night. Click HERE for addi-
tional statistics, information, and tips for how to combat drowsy driving.  
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Hazard Communication Labels 

If you are required to work with chemicals on a regular basis, you should note 
that containers of hazardous chemicals are all labeled in the same way and con-
tain the same categories of information. Take the time to read the labels on the 
chemicals in your work area and become familiar with the format and the types 
of information on the labels. On each of these labels, you will see one or more 
pictograms. These indicate what kind of hazards are associated with that spe-
cific chemical. To see what the different types of pictograms look like and their 

meaning, click HERE. 

Safety Always For Employees 

Safety Trivia 

Questions 

Test your safety knowledge with 

these 3 trivia questions. Answers 

at bottom of page 2. 

  

1.  Since OSHA’s inception in 

1971, the U.S. workforce has 

almost doubled in size; howev-

er, workplace fatalities have 

dropped by more than ___%. 

A. 40     B. 50      C.60     D. 10 

 

2. Which of the following should 

you NOT do while lifting ob-

jects? 

A. Keep the object close to your 

body.  

B. Keep your back straight.  

C. Bend at the knees.  

D. Keep your feet together.  

 

3. Protective guards that are 

provided on tools and machines 

should be removed if you don’t 

like them. True or False? 

 

SAFETY INBOX 
Light Up Your Holidays Safely 

(Excerpt from Safety National) 

According to the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control, approxi-
mately 2,500 people nationwide are injured each year hanging Christmas lights. 
While most of those injuries are minor, other have been serious, and a handful 
have been deadly. Follow these safety tips when decorating for the holidays.  
 

• Be aware of overhead power lines when you are mounting outdoor decorations 
• Keep aluminum ladders away from live electrical installations 
• Make sure outdoor decorations are rated for outdoor use  
• Before use inspect lights, extension cords, and other decorations for damage 
• Only use extension cords that are appropriate for their intended use  

https://www.nsc.org/in-the-newsroom/oshas-top-10-violations-for-2018-revealed-at-national-safety-council-congress-and-expo
http://www.ncbussafety.org/StopArmViolationCamera/
http://drowsydriving.org/about/facts-and-stats/
https://www.osha.gov/Publications/HazComm_QuickCard_Pictogram.html


 

General Workplace Safety  

Safety is the key to efficiency and sustained productivity in the work-

place. It also keeps you going home in the same condition you came 

to work in. Make safety a priority everyday and ask yourself these 

question while you work:  

• Is there an obvious or hidden hazard associated with the task at 
hand? 

• Is there a danger of falling, tripping, or slipping? 
• Is there a chance of being hit by or against an object? 
• Am I working with an object or tool that exposes me to possible 

hazards?  

If you can answer yes to any of these questions, think about how to 
mitigate your exposure to the hazard, ask for help if you are unsure 
of how to complete the task safely, and proceed knowing that the 
task will require your undivided attention.  

FLU SHOTS 

The Centers for Disease Control 

estimates that 12,000 -56,000 people die 

from the flu each year. The flu also 

causes U.S. employees to miss 

approximately 17 million days per year. 

Receiving the flu shot is the most 

effective prevention method there is and 

it is available to all Brunswick County 

employees free of charge. Head over to 

Health Services with your ID and 

insurance card from 9 a.m.-noon and 1 

p.m.- 4 p.m. to get yours.   

Did you know? 

Trivia Answers:  1. C    2. D    3. False  

Thanksgiving is a time for feasts, spending time with friends and 

family, and being thankful for all that you have. Thanksgiving is 

also a time to take extra precautions while traveling. Over the 

past 5 years, more people have died driving around the 

Thanksgiving holiday (Wednesday– Sunday)  than over any 

other holiday period. Weather-related hazards, the increased 

amount of traffic (AAA projects 54.3 million Americans will 

journey 50 miles or more away from home this Thanksgiving) 

and an uptick in the number of drunk driving occurrences all 

contribute to the large number of fatalities. Whatever your 

Thanksgiving holiday plans may be, make sure you and your 

family members drive sober and safely. Then you’ll really have 

something to be grateful for on Thanksgiving: a home full of 

family and friends. 

EFFECTS OF FLORENCE 
As we all know, Hurricane Florence hit 

Brunswick County in mid-September and 

left a path of destruction in it’s wake. 

This storm took lives, destroyed 

property, and left many feeling 

hopeless. However,  the sense of 

community and the willingness to help 

those in need showed by Brunswick 

County residents was incredible. Thank 

you to all emergency responders, 

shelter volunteers, and employees who 

stayed safely indoors or evacuated 

during the storm.  

S.A.F.E Track 2018 
A brief snapshot from this calendar year will 

show that falls, slips, and trips are the most 

frequent and by far the most costly cause of 

injuries to Brunswick County employees.  To 

reduce your risk of this type of injury, it is imper-

ative that you are aware of your surroundings. 

Extra precautions need to be taken when the 

ground is uneven, wet, or when you are transi-

tioning from one type of flooring to another.   

 

Learning From a Near Miss  

A near miss in the workplace is not something to brush off and for-

get about as you go on with your day. It’s a warning sign that some-

thing is not completely safe and is an opportunity to prevent further 

accidents from occurring. So how can you turn a close call or near 

miss into a safer workplace?  

• First, recognize the close call as a warning. 
• Next, correct the unsafe situation. Clean up or remove whatever 

created the hazard, so long as it is safe for you to do so. 
• Lastly, even if the hazard was addressed, report it to your super-

visor. This lets them develop a plan to prevent the unsafe situa-
tion in the future. 

 

Most Frequent Injuries 2018 

Injury Frequency Total Cost Average Cost 

Fall/Slip/Trip 15  $              74,595.00   $                         4,973.00  

Struck by 12  $                8,550.00   $                            712.50  

Strain 9  $              20,220.00   $                         2,246.66  

Cut/Puncture 7  $                2,177.00   $                            311.00  


