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There is no such thing as a 

completely “Safe” 

Insecticide
Mosquito control products must be applied 

following the label instructions.  The 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

regulates pesticides and their labels.



A Pesticide Label is a Federal 

Law 



North Carolina Penalties

• Any person, who shall be adjudged to have violated any 
provision of this Article, or any regulation of the Board adopted 
pursuant to this Article, shall be guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.  
In addition, if any person continues to violate or further violates 
any provision of this article after written notice from the Board, 
the court may determine that each day during which the violation 
continued or is repeated constitutes a separate violation subject 
to foregoing penalties.

• A civil penalty of not more than two thousand dollars ($2000) 
may be assessed by the Board against any person who violates 
or directly causes a violation of any provision of this Article or any 
rule adopted pursuant to this article.



What not to Do

• Public Operator Licensing (pages 17-18) North Carolina Pesticide Laws and regulations

• To obtain a license, an applicator must pass a written, or written and oral, exam to show 
knowledge of pesticide laws, safety, uses and application techniques.  Mosquito control uses 
the public Health Category (page 18).

• The applicators license may be denied, revoked or suspended if he: 

1. makes false claims for his services

2. makes unlawful pesticide recommendations or applications

3. operates faulty or unsafe equipment or operates the equipment in a faulty, careless or 
negligent manner

4. violates rules, regulations or orders of the Pesticide Board

5. refuses or neglects to keep required records or makes false records or reports

6. operates unlicensed equipment,

7. uses fraud to get a license or refuses to comply with license or permit restrictions

8. aids or abets another person to evade licensing requirements

9. makes false or misleading statements concerning pests found on land

10. impersonates any state, county or city inspector or official

11. stores or disposes of pesticides or pesticide containers improperly

12. applies any pesticide for any purpose or in any manner not in accordance with the label 
registered in North Carolina, or

13. fails to pay license fees or operates without a license.



Keep a Label and an MSDS 

sheet in your truck. 

(refer to it often)



Parts of the Label

• Brand Name

• Active Ingredients

• Inert Ingredients

• Hazards to Humans and Domestic 

Animals

• Environmental Hazards



Parts of the Label Cont.

• Physical and Chemical Hazards

• Directions for use

• Reentry Statement

• Category of Applicator

• Storage and Disposal Directions

• Statement of use Classification



Parts of the Label Cont.

• Signal words

• Symbol

• Statement of Practical Treatment

• Name and Address of Manufacturer

• Registration and Establishment 

Numbers

• Net Contents



Brand Name

• Appears boldly on the label

• It is the name by which the product is advertised.  

In this case Duet HD



Active Ingredients and 

Inert Ingredients

• Active ingredients – Listed by either chemical name or 
common name.  Must be stated as a percentage by 
weight or pounds per gallon of concentrate

• Inert Ingredients – Need not be listed on most products, 
but the percent of their content must be.



Hazards to Humans 

and Domestic Animals

• These statements warn you of possible poisoning to 

humans and animals.  Special precautions, including 

necessary protective equipment, appear here.  If the 

product carries serious risk, proper poison treatment is 

listed.



Environmental Hazards

• Warnings may include general statements about birds, 

fish, and wildlife or include statements about toxicity to 

honey bees, surface and ground water contamination, 

and endangered species.



Physical and Chemical Hazards

• Warnings appear here about potential fire, 

explosion, or chemical hazards



Directions for use

• Provides an explanation of the 
correct use of the product.  

• It also tells you what pests the 
product is registered to control, 
where the product can be 
used, how much to use, and in 
what form to use it

• This section also states 
whether the product is for 
general or restricted use.



Directions for use (cont.)

• Provides an explanation of the 
correct use of the product.  

• It also tells you what pests the 
product is registered to control, 
where the product can be 
used, how much to use, and in 
what form to use it

• This section also states 
whether the product is for 
general or restricted use.



Directions for use (cont.)

• Provides an explanation of the correct use of the product.  

• It also tells you what pests the product is registered to control, where 
the product can be used, how much to use, and in what form to use 
it

• This section also states whether the product is for general or 
restricted use.



Reentry Statement

• Some products require that a person without protective 

clothing not enter the treated area until a certain amount 

of time has passed.

• Does not apply for mosquito spraying applications

Not applicable to this Ground Based 
ULV product



Storage and Disposal Directions

• Pesticide labels will have some 
basic guidelines for pesticide 
storage.  The pesticide storage 
area should be well marked 
with warning signs and should 
be locked to prevent 
unauthorized entry.

• Improper disposal of excess 
pesticide, spray mixture, 
rinsate, or the container is a 
violation of federal law.   Read 
and follow label instructions for 
proper disposal. 



Statement of use Classification

• The label must show whether the pesticide is for 

general or restricted use.



Signal Words

• Danger “Highly Toxic”  POISON

• Warning “Moderately Toxic”

• Caution “Slightly Toxic”

Most Mosquito control products have the 
signal word “Caution”



Symbol

• The skull and cross bones symbol attracts 

attention to highly toxic materials.  The symbol is 

accompanied by the signal word DANGER and 

the word POISON.



Statement of Practical Treatment

• Emergency first aid is spelled first aid is 

spelled out in this section



Name and Address of Manufacturer

• The law requires the manufacturer to identify 

itself by name and address.



Registration and Establishment Numbers

• E.P.A. Est. No.  Identifies the factory where the product 
was made.

• E.P.A, Reg. No. Shows the product is properly registered 
with the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)



Net Contents

• The net contents tells you the amount in the 

container.



RTFL (Read The Full Label)

Read it often!!



Good Hunting!


