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Working with Bee Keepers and Do Not Sprays in 
Emergency Situations

ÅBrunswick County Mosquito Control Program

ÅObjective: To effectively and efficiently reduce mosquito populations to 
prevent mosquito born-illnesses.

ÅHow our program works:
ÅSurveillance Programs:
ÅHistorical data, Citizen request, Landing counts, Daily light traps (3 locations) & CDC light 

traps

ÅIPM Control Programs:
ÅPublic education

ÅBiological control

ÅLarval control

ÅSource reduction

ÅAdult control



Areas of Concern when Adulticiding

ÅDo Not Spray (DNS)

ÅCall Before Spray (CBS)

ÅDo Not Spray Bee Keeper 
(DNSBK)

ÅDo Not Spray Call Before 
(DNSCB)

ÅFish Farm (FF)

ÅOrganic Farmers



Areas of Concern when Adulticiding
Tech Information

ÅDo Not Spray Status
ÅBee Keeper

ÅCall Before Spray

ÅDo Not Spray

ÅDo Not Spray Call Before

ÅFish Farm

ÅOrganic Farmer

ÅAll of this information is found 
within a spray zone for the 
applicator

ÅName 

ÅAddress

ÅLocation within County i.e. OIB

ÅPhone number

ÅSpray zone

ÅIn 2018 we had 9,138 requests.

ÅAll applicators are given a Word 
Document with this information 
for each spray zone.



Areas of Concern when Adulticiding

ÅMaintain a list of areas of concern and continuously update it.

ÅTypically, we shut off our ULV 300ft before the property where the  
area of concern is located, then do not begin spraying again until you 
are 300ft past said property.

ÅEvery citizen is different. BCMC will try to accommodate for every 
request.

ÅAll spray routes are sprayed to minimize impact to areas of concern.

ÅFor example: 
ÅSome bee keepers request that you spray their property after dark when the 

bees are inactive and in the hive.

ÅOthers request that you do not spray the area period.



We arenôt Perfect

ÅIn 2018 we worked with 100+ Bee keepers in Brunswick County.

Å167 people including all areas. Reverse 911 to all people on the list.
ÅGave name and phone number to BC Co-op and Emergency management.

ÅBCMC annually updates Bee keepers list & as new sites come in.

ÅThe tech is given a map, addresses and any addition information about the 
of bee hive locations.

ÅTechôs are trained to identify bee hives and will make documentation for 
further investigation, but we arenôt perfect.

ÅIf we donôt have your information we donôt know not to spray 
you.



Brunswick County Bee Keepers  Map



Emergency Situation
Notifications

ÅIf a pesticide application is being made by air then it is the 
contractorôs responsibility to notify any beekeepers that have 
ñregisteredò apiaries (one or more hives of bees) within 2 miles of the 
area to be aerially sprayed. These regulations are defined in the N.C. 
Pesticide Laws and the person responsible for the notification is the 
person who contracts for the aerial application. (Beekeeping Note 2.12 
by NC Co-op)

Åhttps://nc.driftwatch.org/

ÅFree service

ÅGreat place to start a Bee list.



Emergency Situation
Notifications

ÅG.S. 143-443. Miscellaneous prohibited acts.

Å(b) It shall be unlawful:

Å(4) For any person who contracts for the aerial application of a pesticide to permit the 
application of any pesticide that is designated on its labeling as toxic to bees without first 
notifying, based on available listings, the owner or operator of any apiary registered under 
the North Carolina Bee and Honey Act of 1977 that is within a distance designated by the 
Pesticide Board as necessary and appropriate to prevent damage or injury.



Emergency Situation
Notifications

ÅBrunswick Countyôs response notifications
ÅSet up call center with additional staff to take services request

ÅGround ULV application starting

ÅMunicipality information

ÅAerial Information

ÅDates, timing, maps, reverse 911 to areas of concern

ÅBee Keeper Information

ÅUpdates



Emergency Situations
Hurricane Florence



Emergency Situations
Hurricane Florence


