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Brunswick County Utility Employees Receive OSHA Training 
Brunswick County Public Utilities re-
cently held a 2 day training where 
employees were able to obtain their 
OSHA 10hr certifications. The training, 
instructed by David Vann,  focused on 
many safety topics relevant to the 
work public utility employees engage 
in and was a good experience for all 
involved. Thank you to all who assist-
ed in making this training possible.  
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Safety Always For Employees 

Safety Quiz 
 

Test your safety knowledge with 

these 3 questions. Answers at 

bottom of page 2. 

  

1. The total cost to the U.S. 

economy of job-related inju-

ries and illnesses per year is? 

A. 750 Million 

B. 155.5 Billion 

C. 225.3 Billion 

2. Before starting any job involv-

ing a chemical, you can find a 

detailed description of its 

hazards and the protective 

measures needed by checking 

its _____? 

A. Container label 

B. Storage location 

C. SDS 

3. Which of these answers is a 

good way to reduce the po-

tential for slipping or tripping 

in the office? 

A. Wear shoes with slip re-

sistant soles 

B. Only use the elevator 

C. Only get up from your seat 

in an emergency 

SAFETY INBOX 
Struck-by Incidents and Falls in NC 

According to the NC Department of Labor, falls and struck-by incidents 
were the top two causes of workplace fatalities in 2018. Falls and struck-by 
incidents are also Brunswick County’s two most frequent causes of injury. 
Reducing the number of these potentially fatal injuries is important to our 
employees’ life and health. The easiest way to reduce this risk is through 
hazard recognition. Before beginning a task, take a minute to assess the 
workspace or jobsite, especially if it is unfamiliar. Once hazards are identi-
fied, formulate a plan to eliminate or mitigate your injury exposure with co-
workers and supervisors.  

April 
• Driver Training  
• Forklift Training - April 16th 

Contact Jeff Brown for more 
information 

• Work Zone Safety  
• Pesticide Safety — April 24th 

and 25th contact Jeff Brown for 
more information 

May 
• Fire & Evacuation 
• Electrical Safety 
• Lock Out Tag Out  
• Emergency Preparedness  

For training information email  

andrew.frantz@brunswickcountync.gov 

OSHA Issues Safety Bulletin on Hazards of Lithium Batteries, 
Lithium Powered Devices 

 

OSHA has released a Safety and Health Information Bulletin warning  of 
potential fire and explosion hazards stemming from lithium batteries used 
to power small electronic devices and tools. A study by the Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission found more than 25,000 examples of tools/devices 
overheating or catching fire between January 2012 and July 2017. Lithium 
batteries don’t typically malfunction, but improper storage and usage 
makes failure more likely. Click HERE for information how to prevent lithi-
um battery malfunctions.   

Compliance Corner  

National:  OSHA 300 log require-
ments state that employers must 
record any work related illness-
es, deaths or injuries. A sum-
mary of these injuries must be 
posted each year from February 
1st until the end of April.  
 

State:  New figures collected by 
NCDOL in 2018 show North Car-
olina’s nonfatal workplace injury 
rate declined to a historic low. 
The rate of 2.3 injuries per 100 
full-time workers is a drop from 
2.5 the previous year. North Car-
olina remains one of the safest 
states in which to work with an 
injury rate below the national 
average.  
 

Local:  The storm drain pipes on 
the east side of the courthouse 
are currently  being replaced. 
The majority of the work will 
take place off the road so the 
impact on traffic and pedestrians 
should be minimal. However, 
with  material delivery and large 
equipment in the area, extra 
caution should be taken.    

Upcoming Trainings  

https://www.osha.gov/dts/shib/shib011819.html


Safe Driving 

While situations will differ every time you enter a vehicle, there 
are 5 very basic defensive driving tips that should always be fol-
lowed when behind the wheel. 

1. Keep your distance- following the two-second rule is a great 
way to make sure that you are a safe distance from the driver 
in front of you.  

2. Look far ahead of you- Don’t simply rely on the brake lights 
ahead of you. By looking ahead you’ll see trouble long before 
you need to hit the brakes.  

3. Give driving your undivided attention- Don’t let phones, radi-
os, passengers in the car with you, or other outside distrac-
tions take your focus off driving.  

4. Expect other drivers to make mistakes– Don’t trust anyone on 
the road but yourself .  

5. Keep a close eye on both the posted speed limit and weather 
conditions- Even if you’re obeying the limit, you may need to 
slow down to drive safely due to road conditions.   

BC HEALTH ASSESSMENT 

Trivia Answers:  1. B     2. C     3. A 

A new report from the Governors Highway Safety 
Association (GHSA) estimates that 6,227 pedestrian fatalities 
took place on U.S. roads in 2018. If their estimate is correct, 
that total marks the highest number of pedestrian fatalities 
since 1990. North Carolina was 7th in the United States in 
pedestrian fatalities in 2018 with 102. With vacation season 
coming up, the population of Brunswick County will nearly 
triple. This increased foot and automotive traffic makes it all 
the more important to be alert and focused on roadways, 
especially in beach areas. If you are planning on walking, 
wear bright colors that will stand out and make sure you are 
crossing the street in crosswalks and when stoplights 
indicate it is allowed. If you are driving, make sure you are 
constantly looking out for walkers and people on bikes. 
Never assume people see or hear you coming.  

ERGONOMICS 

Ergonomic training sessions will be 
offered to employees within the 
coming month. The training will 
focus on a variety of topics and will 
be beneficial for employees in all 
departments. You can expect to 
learn:  
 

• How ergonomics can improve 
your quality of life 

• How to efficiently interact with 
your environment 

• How ergonomics can improve 
daily recovery 

• How positioning impacts your 
body 

 
For more information email 
andrew.frantz@brunswickcountync.gov 

S.A.F.E. Track 2019 

Comparing this year’s number of lost time and medi-

cal only injuries with previous year’s, allows us to 

accurately measure our safety performance. As you 

can see, we are on track to finish below our previous 

end of year injury totals. Our continued improvement 

is a result of Brunswick County employees’ skill and 

experience as well as leaderships commitment to 

safety.  

Fork Lift Safety 

OSHA estimates that there are 95,000 forklift related injuries per 
year. If used improperly, forklifts can even become deadly . Re-
member these tips for safe operation of forklifts:  

1. Ensure a load is completely stable and safely secured on the 
forks before operating the forklift 

2. Keep loads low to the ground when traveling 

3. Keep a load uphill when moving up/down an incline 

4. Slow down when making turns  

5. Never allow unauthorized workers to operate a forklift. 

6. Do not authorize anyone to stand or walk under the load or 
forklift machinery 

7. Operators should do a routine check of the equipment 
before driving and notify supervisors of any damage found 

 

*Training is set for April 16th. Contact Jeff Brown for more infor-
mation. 

Health Services has contracted with 
the Center for Healthy 
Communities at UNCW to complete 
the Community Health Assessment 
(CHA).  CHAs are required for state-
level accreditation of Brunswick 
County Health Services and 
conducted every four years to 
examine the health of the 
community.   On Friday, April 12, 
2019 from 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. and 
Saturday, April 13, 2019 from 9 a.m. 
- 5 p.m., volunteers will be 
surveying door-to-door to see what 
residents of Brunswick County 
perceive as major issues impacting 
the health and well-being of the 
community.  

Lost Time and Medical Only Injury Data - FY Year 

Year  
# of injuries -  

July 1st– April 1st  
# of Injuries -  

End of Fiscal Year 

2018 38 — 

2017 42 51 

2016 43 52 

2015 39 53 

https://www.ghsa.org/resources/Pedestrians19

